A. GEORGE MALLIS 


CONSULTING NUMISMATIST Member: 
788 STONY HILL ROAD American Numismatic Association Author 
WILBRAHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 01095 American Numismatic Society Appraiser 
Telephone 413-596-6230 British Numismatic Society Lecturer 


New England Numismatic Association 
Numismatic Literary Guild 
United States Assay Commission - 1962 


International Society of Antique Scale Collectors 


October 8, 1990 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

ac, Louis, MD., 63105 


Re: Charles W. Neumoyer Coin Collection 
at Lafayette College, Easton, PA. 


Dear Eric; 


First of all, on behalf of Lafayette College, let me thank you for 
offering your services to the College just as long as the College pays 
your expenses. I have spoken to Diane Windham Shaw, College Archivist, who 
has confirmed this arrangement. It certainly is most generous of you. 


As per your request,enclosed herewith are the first ten (10) pages of the 
collection which I believe encompasses the most valuable segment of the 
coin collection. If these coins are in fact genuine and in reasonably good 
condition or, as the condition noted on some of the coins, then their 
value could be most significant. I have suggested to Diane that she 
immediately put the collection ina safe or value or other secure place 
until you and I can check them. 


When you have checked your schedule, please let me know if we can go to 
the College on Tuesday, November 6th. 


Sincerely; 
. GeOor is 


encl: 


cc: Diane Windham Shaw 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 8, 1990 


Mr. A. George Mallis 
788 Stony Hill Road 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 


Dear George: 


I very much enjoyed being with you and working with you at Lafayette 
College. I think that together we accomplished everything we planned, 
and you in addition had nostalgic pleasures from being back on campus. 


I thank you very much for your book on weights which I read while on 
the aircraft. I certainly realize how much research went into this 
project. I congratulate you on it. 


The form of letter you asked me to prepare is enclosed and please feel 
free to make such suggestions for changes as you wish. 


I am sending Lafayette College a copy of the Collier's Magazine of March 
31, 1900 describing the presentation of the first Lafayette U S dollar 
to France. 





EPN: bv 


TO: 


We have learned that there is a large collection (including duplicates) 

of American coin reproductions which we believe might be given away 

shortly to appropriate not-for-profit institutions which can use them 

for authentication and study purposes. The feeling is that they should 

not pass into private hands where they could cause havoc. They consist 
primarily of electrotypes, casts and struck copies of the American colonial 
period, of the American Confederation period, of American patterns, 

and of U.S. copper coinage. There are no Becker soft metal pieces or 

very modern give away replicas in the group. 


It seems unnecessary to have a recipient end up with any duplicate reproduc- 
tions, there being a desire to give to an institution only reproductions 
not already in that collection. 


It would be helpful if you would send to either of us a list of the 
reproductions you already have in the above categories in order to help 
the donor select what may serve best. If you are interested, please 
furnish adequate detail, including exterior metal appearance and whether 
your item is an electrotype, a cast or a struck copy if you easily can. 


We hope this matter may be of benefit to you and others. 


Sincerely, 
Eric P. Newman A. George Mallis 
6450 Cecil Ave. 788 Stony Hill Road 


or. Loure. MO 63105 Wilbraham, MA 01095 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 9, 1990 


Expenses with respect to visit to Lafayette College, 
Allentown, PA ° November 6 & 7 1990 


nee TE 


U.S. Aue 9592.02 
Transportaton from residence to STL airport 15.00 
Transportation from STL airport to residence 15.00 

$582.62 


Lodging in Allentown furnished by Lafayette College 


Meals in Allentown furnished by Lafayette College or 
served on aircraft 


Telephone charges inconsequential 


PLEASE DETACH AT PERFORATION BEFORE DEPOSITING CHECK 


ee 


LAFAYETTE COLLEGE 
02152 5 EASTON, PA 18042 


Explanation of air fare expense 


The normal fare from St. Louis to Allentown is $408 each way on U.S.Air 
or a total of $816. Since this was planned for a Tuesday and Wednesday, 
I could not take advantage of the round trip air fare available if one 
stays over a Saturday night. I was told however that there was nothing 
illegal about buying 2 round trips, one beginning in St. Louis and one 
beginning in Allentown, both of which round trips indicated a stay-over 
on a Saturday night. The fare on each of those 2 round trips is $276.31 
for a senior citizen. The total therefore for using some of each of 
those round trips was $552.62. This resulted in a substantial saving. 

I have left over tickets from Allentown to St. Louis on November 13 

and St. Louis to Allentown on November 14, which tickets I plan to 
abandon. 


Eric P. Newman 


November 8, 1990 


Explanation of air fare expense 


The normal fare from St. Louis to Allentown is $408 each way on U.S.Air 
or a total of $816. Since this was planned for a Tuesday and Wednesday, 
I could not take advantage of the round trip air fare available if one 
stays over a Saturday night. I was told however that there was nothing 
illegal about buying 2 round trips, one beginning in St. Louis and one 
beginning in Allentown, both of which round trips indicated a stay-over 
on a Saturday night. The fare on each of those 2 round trips is $276.31 
for a senior citizen. The total therefore for using some of each of 
those round trips was $552.62. This resulted in a substantial saving. 

I have left over tickets from Allentown to St. Louis on November 13 

and St. Louis to Allentown on November 14, which tickets I plan to 
abandon. 


Eric P. Newman 


November 8, 1990 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


9 November 1990 


Ms. Dianne Shaw 
Lafayette College 
Easton, PA 18042 


Dear Dianne: 


Thank you for taking such good care of us as visitors. I enjoyed meeting 
and working with you and your associates. 


I found the Lafayette Dollar item, a copy of which is enclosed. I hope 
you were not aware of this and can add it to the library's Lafayette 
lore. 





a 


I will be writing at length in due course. 


EPN: bv 


‘ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 9, 1990 


Expenses with respect to visit to Lafayette College, 
Allentown, PA ° November 6 & 7 1990 


pen en SS Et SE A ne ence ET 


Uo. Bor $552.02 
Transportaton from residence to STL airport £5.00 
Transportation from STL airport to residence ta. 00 

$582.62 


Lodging in Allentown furnished by Lafayette College 


Meals in Allentown furnished by Lafayette College or 
served on aircraft 


Telephone charges inconsequential 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 20, 1990 


Ms. Dianne Shaw 
Lafayette College 
Library 

Easton, PA 18042 


Dear Dianne: 


I am enclosing the form of letter which George and I would like to send 
out to appropriate institutions but wish to clear the matter with you 
before doing so. You will note that we have not mentioned the Lafayette 
mame at this time but will of course do so when any distribution is 
made. 


Please feel free to make any suggestions as tg-the form of the letter 
but if it is satisfactory to you, please l us know and we will send 
Tt Out < 







incerely, 





EPN: bv 


(Suggested form of letter) 


Oe 


We have learned that there is a large collection (including duplicates) 

of American coin reproductions which we believe might be given away shortly 
to appropriate not-for-profit institutions which can use them for authenti- 
cation and study purposes. The feeling is that they should not pass 

into private hands where they could cause havoc. They consist primarily 

of electrotypes, casts and struck copies of the American colonial period, 
of the American Confederation period, of American patterns, and of U.S. 
copper coinage. There are no Becker, Dory, Curtis & Pease, Martguild 

or other recent mass distributed replicas in the group. 


It seems unnecessary to have a recipient end up with any duplicate repro- 
ductions, there being a desire to give to an institution only reproductions 
not already in that collection. 


It would be helpful if you would send to either of us a list of the repro- 
ductions you already have in the above categories in order to help the 
donor select what may serve best. If you are interested, please furnish 
adequate detail, including exterior metal appearance and whether your 

item is an electrotype, a cast or a struck copy if you Gasily can- 


We hope this matter may be of benefit to you and others. 


Sincerely, 
Eric P. Newman A. George Mallis 
6450 Cecil Ave. 788 Stony Hill Road 


St. Louis, MO 63105 Wilbraham, MA 01905 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Diane Shaw September 16, 1991 
Skillman Library 

Lafayette College 

Easton, PA 18042-1797 


Dear Diane: 


As you know you asked us in 1990 to come from here to 
Lafayette College to examine a large quantity of coins held as a 
gift from the Charles W. Niemoyer estate. We furnished you with 
a substantial amount of information, examined the pieces, and 
reported to you that the coins were reproductions of various kinds 
and not genuine. We were reimbursed for our out of pocket expense 
and volunteered our services. 


Realizing your institution would have no practical use for the 
pieces and no realizable legitimate value we suggested that you let 
us distribute a portion of them where needed to numismatic research 
institutions where they would be useful and cause no harm. You 
apparently hesitated in parting with any of them. I have a new and 
I believe more satisfactory suggestion to avoid any criticism of 
you and which will I believe solve the problem of permitting some 
of the reproductions to be useful in research. 


We suggest an indefinite loan to our organization of a modest 
portion of the reproductions subject to return to you at any time 
you request if you need them for your purposes. 


We are as you know a perpetual not-for-profit educational 
organization which has operated for 35 years. We have a free 
museum, library and numismatic collection available for research 
and exhibit. We would agree to take good care of the items loaned 
to us and always keep them under our control for return to you if 
required. 


Our particular reason for wishing a modest portion of the 
reproductions to be available to us is that we have a major 
interest in half cents and in certain early American pieces for 
research purposes. You have an adequate number of these 
reproductions both for retention by you and for indefinite loan to 
us. You have other reproductions we do not have but we can leave 
that open unless you wish us to hold those on loan also. 


We would like you to send us the items on the attached sheet 
so that we can pick out a group to constitute the indefinite loan 
and we would promptly return the balance to you. We will prepare 
and sign a specific agreement concerning those retained for 
indefinite loan. | 


| 
af 


4#~ 


We believe this will benefit all concerned. If you have 
further suggestions, we welcome them. 
Please let us hear from you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


Niemoyer Collection Reproductions 





items to be reviewed for the purpose of selection for 
indefinite loan to the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. 


Folder 83 Items 1-5 inclusive 
5 Connecticut or Higley coppers 1737-9 


Folder 87 Items 2-5, 7-10 inclusive 
4 Fugio electros 
1 Immune Columbia electro 
3 Confederatio electros 


Folder 100 Ttens 4,6, 7; 8,20 
5 Half Cent electros 


Folder 122 Items 7-12 inclusive 
6 U.S. Half Cent electros 


Folder 123 Items 1-12 inclusive 
12 U.S. Half Cent electros 


Folder 124 Items 2,3,5-12 inclusive 
10 U.S. Half Cent electros 


In Box 4 U.S. Half Cent electros 
1 Connecticut or Higley 1737 electro 


a 


Total electros listed 51 





LAFAYETTE COLLEGE 


Public Information/Community Relations 


December 6, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Ceerl Ave. 
St. hLowis, MoO 62105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Enclosed is a draft of the story we plan to run on the Neumoyer coin 
collection and your role in helping us determine its value. 


In the event, the "mystery" turned out to be somewhat anti-climactic, as 
Diane Shaw’s continued search eventually turned up documentary evidence 
that the collection was a known quantity (or perhaps more accurately, non- 
quantity): £rom’ the very firet., Stili  7e to = curiosity piece and will 
make an interesting though abbreviated story for our magazine. 


Please read the story for accuracy and feel free to make any suggestions 
you wish about the text. You can call me, or you can return the annotated 
manuscript in the enclosed self-addressed envelope. 


Again, thank you for your help, not only on the story but also on the 
assessment of the Neumoyer Collection. 


With best wishes for a pleasant holiday season, 


Sincere! 


Ya R. Carman 


Director 


ce: Diane Shaw 


Easton, Pennsylvania 18042-1773 (215) 250-5120 
FAX (215) 250-5127 


As the now-notorious case of the Egyptian pectoral dramatically demonstrated, odd bits of historical 
flotsam tend to collect around the edges of a college library, and Lafayette’s Skillman Library is no 
exception. For a few months it appeared that a bonanza had washed ashore more than two decades 
ago, in the form of a collection of re batonta cons, literally worth a fortune, lying forgotten in 
Skillman’s Special Collections. 

Among the coins were excellent examples of the extremely scarce Nova Constellatio coins, the 
first decimal currency created by Gouverneur Morris in 1783 for the infant United States, including 
two 1,000-unit "mark" coins. The most recent sale of such a coin, in 1979, fetched $190,000. Also 
included were 500-unit "quints," various forms of which sold in 1979 for $97,500 to $165,000 apiece. 

More startling still was a Massachusetts "Pine Tree Copper" of 1776, allegedly struck with 
dies made by Paul Revere; a recent price catalog lists that coin as "unique" and cites no price, which 
would set the sky as the limit on any new example. Other colonial, private, and early U.S. coins with 
five-figure values abounded. 

This wonderful find has only one slight flaw. 

All the coins are fakes. 

The story of the Special Collection That Wasn’t really began with the case of the missing 
pectoral. The theft, sale, and subsequent rediscovery of that ancient artifact ["A Bird Out of Hand," 
Lafayette Magazine, Fall 1991] drove home the lesson that great gaps existed in the record of the 
College’s holdings--and, indeed, that some might not be Aaeaticy covered by insurance. Special 
Collections Librarian Diane Windham Shaw began a systematic survey of various non-book items, 
including collections of Roman coins, medals depicting the Marquis de Lafayette, and 
various other commemorative medals. She also found something called the Neumoyer Collection, a 
large group of coins packaged with Skillman Library exhibit cards indicating that they had been 
displayed at the library some time previously. 


Rare coins have long been pursued by collectors, but in recent decades their value has soared 





2 


as investors in "tangibles," seeking a hedge against inflation, drove prices up. "We felt the need to get 
our collections appraised for insurance purposes,” Shaw says. Among those needing study was the 
Neumoyer coins. 

As a first step, she identified the donor as one Charles W. Neumoyer, an Easton accountant, 
amateur musician, graduate of the Wharton School at Penn, and charter member of the Friends of 
Skillman Library. He was also a well-known numismatist. He died in 1967 at the age of 73, having 
sold much of his coin collection at a New York City auction in 1960. His obituary mentioned that he 
had held back from sale "some coins of significance which he intended to give to the Lafayette 
College Library"--an intention subsequently carried out by his heirs. 

“We didn’t seem to have much in the way of college records about the donation of this 
material," Shaw says, but Neumoyer’s reputation as a collector seemed to augur well for its 
importance. 

In the spring of 1990 Shaw went to Lexington, Mass., for alumni reception in conjunction with 
an exhibit of Lafayette artifacts, many from the college’s collections, at the Museum of the American 
Heritage in Lexington. At a dinner following the reception she found herself seated next to A. George 
Malis ’39 of Wilbraham, Mass., a retired engineer who also happens to be an appraiser of coins and 
writer on, among other subjects, coins and medals of the Napoleonic era. Discovering his expertise, 
Shaw mentioned the need for an appraisal of the Neumoyer Collection, and Malis offered his help. 

Shaw prepared a list of the coins and dispatched it to Massachusetts. Malis called back almost 
immediately. "He said, ’Are you sitting down? 

"’This collection could be worth several million dollars.’”" 

Malis emphasizes the conditional verb. "As soon as I saw the list, I had my doubts about it, 
but we were dealing with the possibility of something so significant that I thought it would be very 


important to make absolutely sure." 
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American colonial coins are a bit out of Malis’s line, so he suggested bringing in the leading 
expert in the field. He contacted Eric P. Newman, a St. Louis specialist who heads his own museum 
dedicated to numismatic education. He frequently testifies as an expert witness in cases involving 
forged or counterfeit coins. Newman shared Malis’s initial misgivings but was also intrigued by the 
possibility that an unknown trove might be lurking in a small college’s library. He agreed to join 
Malis in a thorough examination of the coins. 

The two experts arrived on campus last fall, armed with the analytical tools of their trade-- 
magnifiers, scales, and most importantly, a device for determining specific gravity. Because it would 
require very sophisticated metalligy to duplicate the exact specific gravity of an old alloy, a deviation 
in specific gravity of the metal is thé most reliable method of detecting even the most artful 
reproduction. 

Malis arrived at the library a short while before Newman, and in his first cursory examination 
he spotted a number of signs that many of the rarest coins had been created by a process known as 
electrotyping. About others he was not so sure. Newman had fewer doubts from the outset, but over 
the course of two days he conducted a meticulous examination which demonstrated that none of the 
fabulous rarities of the Neumoyer Collection was genuine. Indeed, many proved to be the work of 
well-known coin fakers from the heyday of that questionable art in the mid-19th century. 

Indeed, says Newman, donor Neumoyer "must have bought a huge collection of these fakes 
and copies in order to have accumulated so many of them." The numismatist dismisses any suggestion 
that the false coins could have been gathered with intent to deceive. "He was perfectly honest and 
straightforward in selling his collection in 1960," Newman notes. "There were none of these fakes 
included in the sale, and there were no challenges to the things he did sell." 

Confirmation of Newman’s assumption existed within the collection itself, for one group of 72 


folders, clearly labeled "Copies," contained a number of coins identical to other, unlabeled coins found 


4 

elsewhere in the group. Although Newman did not know Neumoyer personally, the items sold in 1960 
also persuaded the Missourian that Neumoyer would have recognized the fakes. "Oh, sure," he says, 
"he would have known what they were." 

Collecting fakes as such put Neumoyer squarely into one of the venerable traditions of coin- 
collecting. Indeed, many of the better-known examples came into existence precisely for sale to . ; 

n for Conlurez 

collectors who knew exactly what they were buying. Coin collections have -prebably existed as long-as 


the-concept-of-coinage-itself, individuals accumulating exotic bits of metal simply for some intrinsic 
NS ae 
NinrAate f 


interest rather than for their, Nae as currency. But the hobby as we know it really dates from the early 
years of the last century. Indigenous coins had never been plentiful in the American colonies, and as 
collectors began assembling sets of them the demand soon outran the supply. But the collecting ethos 
of the day was perhaps less scrupulous than today’s standard: if you didn’t have a particular coin, 
many perfectly reputable dealers would supply you with a copy for display in its place. 

"Usually these fakes were made to satisfy a person who wanted to pretend that he had a 
genuine coin," says Eric Newman. "It gave him an opportunity to show off." Among the examples in 

Dickeaowe 
the Neumoyer collection are fakes made by Montroville W. Dikesen, whose fake Somers Island 
(Bermuda) coinage is so well done that it has a modest market value of its own; Alfred S. Robinson, 
specialist in New England "elephant tokens"; William Idler, a Philadelphia dealer who made very good 
"Baltimore" pennies and Washington half-dollars; Joseph J. Mickley, whose Nova Constellatio 
electrotypes were especially admired. 

Whether made with intent to deceive or not, some of these fake coins inevitably made their 
way into the stream of collectibles, where they were bought and sold as the genuine article. Some can 
be very persuasive. The Neumoyer collection includes one cast copy of a Washington "grate" half-dent © a 
piece which Newman describes as "very dangerous." 


Reputable dealers and collectors are obliged to filter out the fakes they encounter along the 


= 


way, and that may be how Neumoyer accumulated some of the items his heirs passed along to 
Lafayette. "My first theory was that he intended to organize these coins as a group of fakes and 
forgeries. But then he died and the family just shipped all this stuff to us. Perhaps no one knew 
whether they were real or not," says Diane Shaw. 

In true scholarly fashion, however, she continued to dig for the facts. Eventually she hit pay 
dirt in the old files of the president’s office. There she found an exchange of correspondence listing, 
among other things, "41 half-cent rare dates electrotypes," "142 Colonial and Early Mint issue 
electrotypes and struck copies," and "Rare Varieties 25 large cent rare dates electrotypes." 

For all the effort that went into establishing the true character of the collection, it was not 
totally in vain. The Neumoyer cache of advertising tokens, Confederate bills, some foreign coins, and 
other miscellaneous items presumably contains only the real McCoy. And in among all the forged 
coins Newman and Malis found one undoubtedly genuine United States silver 3-cent piece, vintage 


1858, worth perhaps $200. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Bernard R. Carmen December 10, 1991 
Lafayette College 

Easton, PA 18042-1773 

Dear Mr. Carmen: 


As requested I have made a few suggested Se in your text. 
I hope I have been of some help. 


Best holiday greetings to you and Diane. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


P.S. I am glad you got back your bird. Now perhaps Diane can 
answer our last letter concerning a loan. 


Bernard R. Carmen December 10, 1991 
Lafayette College 
Easton, PA 18042-1773 


Dear Mr. Carmen: 


As requested I have made a few suggested changes in your text. 
I hope I have been of some help. 


Best holiday greetings to you and Diane. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


P.S. I am glad you got back your bird. Now perhaps Diane can 
answer our last letter concerning a loan. 








LAFAYETTE COLLEGE 


David Bishop Skillman Library 
March 1, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Please rest assured that the two Nova Constellatio 1000 


replicas arrived safely at the Lafayette Library yesterday. (i 
enclose an updated copy of your original receipt indicating this 
for your records.) I am so glad that they were useful to you, 


and moreover I am especially glad that there was at least one 
small service that Lafayette could render you in light of your 
wonderful generosity to us last fall. I feel I have not really 
properly thanked you for all the time and effort you expended on 
our behalf. I hope it is not too late to tell you how grateful 
we are to you for examining the Neumoyer coins, and making us 
aware of what we did, or perhaps I should Say, did not have. The 
disappointing outcome notwithstanding, it was a great pleasure 
and honor to have you with us. 


t want to thank you also for the two Eric P. Newman 
publications--The Fantastic 1804 Dollar and the Bicentennial 
edition of The Early Paper Money of America. Both will be added 
to the Library--the former into our special collections and the 
latter into our reference collection. I am looking forward to 
reading about the 1804 dollar, as it looks fascinating. 


When you were here you mentioned your Shakespeare piece that 
you had previously submitted to coin journals. You may remember 
that I told you about the Shakespeare journal that is published 
on the Lafayette campus, edited by two members of our English 
faculty. The journal is the Shakespeare Bulletin, and although 
its focus is Shakespeare in performance, it does indeed publish 
other kinds of materials. I have spoken with the editors and 
they would be pleased for you to submit a copy of your article 
far consideration--they use the normal procedure of sending 
submissions to outside referees. I do hope you will consider 
doing so. The editors are Professors June Schlueter and James P. 
Lusardi, and the address is Shakespeare Bulletin, Department of 
English, Lafayette College, Easton, PA, 18042. 


Easton, Pennsylvania 18042-1797 ® Telephone (215) 250-5151 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
March 1, 1991 
Page 2 


As for the Neumoyer coin collection and its disposition, Il 
am sorry to tell you that we have not as yet made a decision in 


the matter. As soon as we do, we will let you know. If you and 
Colonel Mallis are willing, the college’s alumni magazine may do 
a feature on your visit and your findings. Bernard R. Carman of 


our public relations office may be in touch with you shortly. 


Again, let me say thank you and what a delight it was to 


have you come to Lafayette. I wish we had another excuse to lure 
you back for a visit. With warmest regards. 
Sincerely, 


es 


Diane Windham Shaw 
Special Collections Librarian 
and College Archivist 


Enclosure 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mareh Il, 1991 


Ms. Diane W. Shaw 

Skillman Library 

Lafayette College 

Easton, PA 18042-1797 f 


Dear Diane: 


Thank you for your very interesting letter of March 1, 1991. I have 


a new suggestion which may be of help in supplementing the prior thoughts 
we gave you as to what to do with the copies of the coins in your possession. 


There are a very large number of false pieces. Some consist of several 
examples of the same fakes and some fakes are similar to other fakes 

but with minor variations. I believe that if a reasonable number of 

the group are distributed carefully to a few authentication organizations 
that there would remain a representative collection of many different 
types which could be retained by Lafayette College. In that way, the 
College should not be subject to criticism and the Neumoyer family gift 
would still be there in substance. The distribution to the authentication 
groups would be helpful to the complex work of determining genuineness 
and the Neumoyer gift would be appreciated for such uses along with 
Lafayette College. As it now stands, the Neumoyer fakes are of virtually 


no usefulness and can only cause problems. 


After a distribution, you could put the items which remain in a container 
marked fakes or copies and they would not cause a further problem. 
They could be listed and identified as copies and sealed up. 


May I suggest that you consider modifying the proposal in the above 
manner and I will try to see to it that the project accomplishes its 


intended purposes. 


Sincerely, 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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David Bishop Skillman Library 
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Haren L577 199% 


Mr. EHric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

Bie uote, MO’ 623105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Many thanks for your letters which were received today. I 
very much appreciated your modified proposal for the disposition 
of the false pieces in the Neumoyer collection. This may indeed 
hedip ws tairesolve the issue. 


I am enclosing a copy of the Shakespeare Bulletin. Jl am 
S0rry that I do not have a more recent extra issue, but the 
format is essentially unchanged. J should remind you that 
although the focus is Shakespeare in performance, the editors did 
assure me that they are willing to consider other kinds of 
materials. i am Gel~agehted that you plan to submit your article, 
and I wash you the best of luck. 


Again, our thanks and best wishes. 
SLNOePrely». —. 
( = eK i 
~ = 
Bo ae ae 
Diane Windham Shaw 


Special Collections Librarian 
ana College Archivist 


Enclosure 


Easton, Pennsylvania 18042-1797 ® Telephone (215) 250-5151 











LAFAYETTE COLLEGE 





David Bishop Skillman Library 


May 20°. ao2 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 82205 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am enclosing a copy of the Spring 1992 Lafayette Magazine 
which just came out. In it yow will find the account of your 
visit to Lafayette back in the fall. of 1990. Bernard Carman may 
have already sent you a copy, but in any event I thought you 
might like an extra. I enjoyed the story very much, although I 
still wish your findings had been different. 


As for your request for the permanent loan of some of the 
Neumoyer coins to your museum, I am afraid 1 must disappoin. oa. 
It has never been the policy of our library to disperse 
collections, and I am sorry to report that we will not be able co 
make an exception in this case. Should we ever consider such an 
option, however, please know that we will turn first to your 
collection and then to those of the two professional numismatic 
societies. I am keenly aware of your concern that these coins 
not fall into the wrong hands. Here, in our colléction they witt 
be labeled very clearly as fakes and we will do all that we can 
to insure that no later confusion arises sbout them, 


Let me take this chance again to thank you for all .you and 
Mr. Mallis did to clear up our confusien about this collection. 


Your work has been invaluable to Lafayette College. And I 
personally enjoyed meeting you very much. Congratulations again 
on the Hamlet article. With very best wishes. 


Sincerely, 
Diane Windham Shaw 


Special Collections Librarian 
and College Archivist 


Enclosure 


Easton, Pennsylvania 18042-1797 ¢ Telephone (215) 250-5151 





David Bishop Skillman Library 


May 20, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am enclosing a copy of the Spring 1992 Lafayette Magazine 
which just came out. in it you will find the account of your 
visit to Lafayette back in the fall of 1990. Bernard Carman may 
have already sent you a copy, but in any event I thought you 
might like an extra. I enjoyed the story very much, although I 
still wish your findings had been different. 


As for your request for the permanent loan of some of the 
Neumoyer coins to your museum, I am afraid I must disappoint you. 
It has never been the policy of our library to disperse 
collections, and I am sorry to report that we will not be able to 
make an exception in this case. Should we ever consider such an 
option, however, please know that we will turn first to your 
collection and then to those of the two professional numismatic 
societies. I am Keenly aware of your concern that these coins 
not fall into the wrong hands. Here in our collection they will 
be labeled very clearly as fakes and we will do all that we can 
to insure that no later confusion arises about them. 


Let me take this chance again to thank you for all you and 
Mr. Mallis did to clear up our confusion about this collection. 


Your work has been invaluable to Lafayette College. And I] 
personally enjoyed meeting you very much. Congratulations again 
on the Hamlet article. With very best wishes. 


Sincerely, 
Diane Windham Shaw 
Special Collections Librarian 


and College Archivist 


Enclosure 


Easton, Pennsylvania 18042-1797 ¢ Telephone (215) 250-5151 


